THE BLITZKRIEG HITS LONDON
and barges, it was added, were damaged, as were
also two schools in South London; a fire was caused
in central London and houses were demolished in
various districts. A large fire was also caused in an
oil installation on the lower Thames.The provisional
estimate of casualties was about 400 people killed
and 1300 to 1400 seriously injured. A day or two
later it was announced that the actual figures were
306 killed and 1337 seriously injured.
The Raids of September 8-14
The following (Sunday) night, September 8, wit-
nessed another heavy attack on London. Bombs were
dropped in widespread areas and fires were again
started, mainly in the Thames-side districts; some
also raged for a time in other parts of London.
Private houses and public and mercantile buildings
suffered considerably. 'London5, said'the communique
issued on September 9 by the Air Ministry and Min-
istry of Home Security, 'has once more been the
main objective of the enemy, and its citizens have
met the blind savagery of these latest night attacks
with admirable courage and resource.' Some 286
people were killed and approximately 1400 seri-
ously injured in the raids on the night of September
8. The attack was resumed on the following evening,
Monday, September 9, when about 350 aircraft were
launched against south-east England and the Lon-
don area in successive waves between 5 and 6 p.m.
Many of the raiders were driven back by our fighters
before they could reach London, but some came
through and caused more damage on that night.
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